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MARTHA ATHA BY: JEREMY CARNEY 
MRS. ATHA DISCUSSES HER CHILDHOOD AND ADULT YEARS, 
MENTIONING BRIEFLY HER BELIEFS IN REGARD TO RELIGION, 
THE DEPRESSION, MINING AND THE ECONOMY. TOPICS OF 
RELIGION INCLUDE: PENTECOSTAL BELIEFS, THE HOLY SPIRIT 
AND SPEAKING IN TONGUES. MRS. ATHA TELLS OF LIVING A 
MINING LIFE, THE HARDSIDPS, LOW PAY AND LONG HOURS. SHE 
RELATES HOW SCRIPT WORKED, THE WPA AND WOMEN IN THEIR 
COMMUNITIES AND THE ROLES THEY PLAYED. SHE ALSO 
MENTIONS HER STAY AT A BOARDING SCHOOL, JOBS SHE HELD 
THERE, ALONG WITH SOCIAL ACTIVITIES. MRS. ATHA BRIEFLY 
DICUSSES THE ECONOMY DURING THE WAR IN THE '40'S. SHE 
CONCLUDES THE INTERVIEW TALKING ABOUT HER INTEREST IN 
ART AND PAINTING, AND HOW MUCH SHE ENJOYS LIVING IN 
BECKLEY, WEST VIRGINIA. 
Tape #1 
Subject: Life Histories 
AN ORAL INTERVIEW WITH: Martha Lilly Atha 
CONDUCTED BY: Jeremy Carney 
Date of Interview: March 25,1998 
Transcriptionist/Typist: Jeremy Carney 
The interview conducted with Martha Atha discusses her life in the Appalachian 
region. She discusses the topics of religion, the depression, the mining industry, and the 
economy. 
Begin side one. 
Jeremy: 
What is your name? 
Martha: 
My name is Martha Lilly Atha. 
Jeremy: 
When were you born? 
Martha: 
I was born in 1921, and I was the sixth child in a family of fourteen. 
Jeremy: 
What was religion like when you were growing up in your family? 
Martha: 
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Most of the Lilly's I knew were Primitive Baptists. My father who was born in 1888, 
grew up as a Primitive Baptist. He said he was down at the brook with his mother when 
she was washing clothes one day. He was fifteen at the time. She told him she had 
something special to tell him, and she told him that she had found a deeper experience. 
She also was Primitive Baptist. She found a deeper experience with God, and that he was 
going to be her messenger to take the word to the people. It was what she called the full 
gospel, which was the Pentecostal way. He said he never forgot what she told him, and 
when he got older he became an ordained minister and evangelist. I suppose Pentecost 
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was relatively new here at the time, but it was big at that time in the Bethel Bible College 
in Topeka Kansas in 1901. The full gospels believed in being saved and filled 
with the Holy Spirit. Baptism from emersion in water and also in the gifts of healing 
prophecy, and the gifts of interpretations of tongues. This was based on the disciples 
speaking in tongues in Acts II. We had other churches in Beckley in my young life, but I 
only attended the Pentecostal until I left Beckley for school when I was fifteen. As for 
footwashing, I only attended one in my life, but it was one of the most humbling 
experiences of my life. I was a young women at the time, and the women's whose feet I 
washed was a little southern lady who still had a southern dialec;t eventhough she had 
been here in West Virginia for quite some time. I knew I would never forget her or the 
experience of kneeling on the floor and washing her feet. I found that one can not harbor 
any egotistical or unclean feelings while washing anothers feet. This was about 1945, I 
think, that was the only footwashing I ever attended. The church I grew up in was a 
small framed church with a bell tower and probably seated about three hundred people 
when full. It was built with community people doing the work and was well maintained. 
It was painted white with green trim. A typical country church. We had what was called 
a penny march on Sunday morning, and each child marched by a small tin bank and 
dropped pennies. This was my young years, maybe 1925 to 1929, pennies were 
important in those days. But then there was a blot on the Pentecostal movement, 
churches began to spring up here and there that claimed to be Pentecost and they would 
shout and sing all night long, and say that God told them to do this or do that and it just 
somehow formed a blight. They wouldn't call themselves the Pentecostal church, but 
,.., 
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they might be Pentecostal the church of Christ or something else. Dealing with what they 
claimed to be Pentecost, but a lot of it seemed to be other than the real thing. 
So as a result of that, I suppose, the result of that in about 1945 I would say the 
Pentecostal church closed in East Beckley, and was turned into a union hall, but those 
things happen. But there is still these churches that believe in the same movement but 
they are called other things. 
Jeremy: 
What did your dad do? 
Martha: 
My father was a carpenter as well as a minister. He sort of patterned his life he 
thought after Jesus. And he was an extremely good banjo picker. He didn't play worldly 
music, he played Christian music mainly. But he did when he was young win a contest at 
what is now the Greenbrier. It was the "Old White", and he won a stay, a vacation, at the 
Hotel Hill in Oak Hill, which was a grand hotel at that time. But he only played what he 
called worldly music for us one time after we begged him. He played "Marching through 
Georgia" and "The Spanish VanDango", and he was really good. He could have made a 
career in music, I'm sure. He loved music. But after that we mainly sang religious songs 
at home and he played. He had friends who played the violin, and Roy Harvey, who 
played the guitar. And of course we all sang. Every night when we washed dishes we 
sang "Come and Dine", that was one of his favorites . No matter who was there he would 
say "girls sing us a song", so we would wash dishes and sing at the same time. But our 
house was a musical house. We had an old organ which one of my older sisters played. 
And she would go to services with him, that was Annie, she would go to services with 
him just to play the organ. But we did have a musical house, but it wasn't worldly as he 
called it. 
Jeremy: 
Was religion really strong in the heart when you were growing up? 
Martha: 
5 
Oh yes, definitely. Everyone was one denomination or another, but it was very strong 
and children were good. There was some, you know, they used to say ministers children 
were the meanest in the country, which I was one of. But actually religion was very 
strong, I think, at the time. 
Jeremy: 
What was the economy like when you were growing up? 
Martha: 
Well, the first eight years of my life was really great. We had visiting ministers and 
visiting people, and we would have a big dining room table filled with food. And just, 
we had everything good. Beckley was really on the up and everything was going on, and 
my father had carpentry work. And then in 1929, we had the big crash and everything 
changed. There was no carpentry work going on and the only people who had steady 
jobs at the time were people like railroaders that had been there and been steady in the 
same jobs for a while. But people like carpenters who just did when people were 
building had stopped. Occasionally you would get a roofing job or something, but it 
wouldn't be that much. But I had in my class at school, we had one boy in school who 
lived in a tent during the big snows. So if you didn't have a whole lot at your house 
u 
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you weren't in the boat by yourself. There were a lot of other people in there with you. 
And of course we weren't in that predicament, we did have a good warm house, and we 
didn't have electricity, but that was because of the young years. Not everybody had 
electricity back then. And our fires were in fireplaces , we had two fireplaces in the 
house. But our house was always comfortable and warm as long as we kept the fires 
going. But it was one of those things that made you feel sorry for the children that had to 
walk two miles to school with no car, and they would sometimes, sometimes have to 
wade in the snow two and three feet deep, it wasn't very good for some of the children. 
Jeremy: 
Did your family have to do a lot of farming because of the depression? 
Martha: 
Oh yes, there were times when we wouldn't have had anything to eat if we didn't have 
chicken, pigs, and cows. So when we didn ' t have that, I know how to pick greens. I 
mean I know greens. I could go out and survive in the summertime with greens. 
Because, I remember they taught a class up here in high school about greens. I said "they 
need me up there." I know you can eat berry briers, poke, and wild lettuce, and wild 
spinach, all those things. So when we needed a good meal we would go and try to find it. 
Jeremy: 
Was there any bootlegging going on during the depression or there right after? 
Martha: 
They said there was a lot that went on, but I only knew of one case. Where the man 
put a homebrew steel on my daddy's property, but I imagine loads of it went on in other 
places. But we had about seventeen acres, and one man did put a steel down there, and 
of course dad found it and there was a little thing between them then. And my father hit 
him eventhough he was a minister, he did pop him one. And even Christians lose their 
temper sometime, and there was a little trail, but those things happen. And of course my 
daddy came out the winner, because of the man putting the steel on his property. 
Jeremy: 
Did your family depend on religion a lot during the depression, or did they fall back 
on that to kind of help support them? 
Martha: 
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Well, my father was a man who did not believe in taking welfare. He thought that 
would just be a terrible thing, and he said the lord had promised to provide for him and 
his family. And he said he will provide, and of course we worked at helping him provide 
too, but he did provide. There were times when we would eat the same thing for days in 
a row, like pinto beans and cornbread, and I remember once my step-mother made 
hominy. She was a good person to put up food and she knew what we needed. But we 
ate hominy for days. And she made soap, anything that could be canned, like berries, and 
she pickled cucumber. She dried everything she could dry. And she even made her own 
soap. It was like a strong soap, it was like strong octagen soap. It would take the skin off 
you. I remember at that particular time, this doesn't have to do with food, but I have to 
tell you this. Children had what they called fall sores. Have you ever heard of them? 
And they would get these big old sores on their face and in their hair. Probably some 
kind of virus, but they didn't know the word virus back then. And the mothers would 
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scrub it with octagen soap, or strong soap like my step-mother made, and it would get 
well. They would scrub it until it got slick, I guess it killed the germs. That was the cure 
for that. Children don't have those things today. It's probably due to the fact that they 
played in the dirt running around in the gardens and such, and after they got older they 
didn't have these. So I figured it was some kind of like an eczema or some childhood 
disease. I don't know we just called them fall sores. 
Jeremy: 
How long did the depression last? 
Martha: 
Well lets see, I got married in 1941, and things were getting better back then. When 
Roosevelt came in, he instituted a lot of programs like the CCC camps and the WP A, and 
several things that put a lot of young people to work, and things started getting better 
then. But see my father never owned a car, but not too many people owned cars, unless 
they made a lot of money and could afford one of Henry Ford's new ones. Then things 
started to get better. When I married my husband he worked in the mines, probably six 
months, I don't really remember how long. And he was making seven dollars and eighty 
cents a day, and we thought that was great, that was big money. But considering that 
after, not too long after that, they started making a hundred dollars a day, after John L 
Lewis got all his "says" in there and everything. 
Jeremy: 
What are some of the areas that you lived in Appalachia? 
Martha: 
I lived in Beckley most of my life. But there was a time when my husband became 
manager of a glass shop, not too long after we were married, so we moved to Welch, and 
lived there two years. But this is down in the mountains, between the mountains. Your 
house either has to be on the railroad tracks or up on the side of the mountains. I saw on 
the news this week where a house fell down off the mountain. Actually, a big old two 
story house actually fell. People got out, but you would have to go to Welch to 
appreciate that. 
Jeremy: 
What type of work did your husband do? 
Martha: 
He went into the glass business and was in the glass business among other things. He 
built bowling alleys, built storage for, I can't think of the name of that big old storage 
building he built, but he did several things like that. He didn't just stay in carpet, he did 
go into carpet in the same glass building there after a while. But he built "Wash it 
Quicks", bowling alleys, he was an entrepreneur, he really loved to build and get into all 
different areas of business. 
But to get back to the mines, could I say one more thing about that. My husband's 
father went in the mines at age ten taking care of the mules. And he said it was just very 
sad. He said those mules, some of them stayed in there until they completely lost their 
eyesight from not ever seeing daylight. And he was a small man, about five feet eight 
inches. He always told me he worked doubly hard because he was a small man. 
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But he said he would load two tons of coal to another mans one. He said he thought they 
would think because he was a small man that he didn't keep his part up. But they were 
paid by the ton in those days. I don't know if you knew that or not. But they were paid 
by the ton, and if a man went in the mines and worked like two days cleaning up water or 
slate, sometimes the slate would fall in and cover up where the coal would have come 
out. I've never been in a mine, except the exhibition mine, so I don't really know what 
I'm talking about. But my father-in-law told me you might spend two days cleaning up 
slate, and since you were paid by the ton you didn't make a penny, because you had to 
wait til you got the slate out before, and if you didn't load a ton of coal you didn't get 
paid. He said he had worked for sometimes a week and not make over a dollar. So that 
was very hard back then, but see the union took care of all of that. When the union was 
instituted by John L Lewis, or I don't know who instituted it or what, but John L Lewis 
was very tough for the miners, and things began to change and things got better. As a 
matter of fact, they got to where they were paid very very well. 
Jeremy: 
So the miners weren't treated very well until the union came in. Were they controlled 
mainly by the owners? 
Martha: 
Yes, well even when my husband was in the mines I stayed with a sister of mine, and 
her husband was a miner all the time. That was his job. And they went to the company 
store and bought everything that they bought. The company store was owned by the 
11 
company, and each thing you got at the store went against your payday. It was just 
billed to you and at the end of the payday they would see, and of course if you had left 
over script you paid with script. If you had the left over script you could buy with, but I 
remember going to the company store with them. And they lived very well, this was later 
after my husband made the seven dollars and eighty cents a day. But I remember going 
to the store with Annie and Dick. It was all billed to them right there. And I suppose that 
a lot of that was because some miners lived far from a big town where they could shop. 
And a company store was close to the company houses. There would be rows and rows 
of company houses. And they didn't have to drive that far. Maybe during a big snow 
they couldn't even get to a big town, so it was convenient for them to shop there. 
Jeremy: 
What was the role of women like in the communities and how they raised their 
families when you were growing up? 
Martha: 
Well, they didn't have programs like they do now, like caregivers and all that. But 
people took care of each other back then. And I remember when there was a baby born 
in our house, which there was plenty of them, the neighbors would come into help. 
Usually there was a woman or two in every community, maybe more than that, that they 
called the mid-wife. And she came in and stayed during the birthing, and it was just 
great. It worked out, and sometimes they had doctors and sometimes they didn't. 




What was education like when you were growing up? 
Martha: 
Well, I went eight years to grade school, Sylvia School, and at that time we graduated 
in caps and gowns from the eighth grade. I remember our gowns were bright red and 
beautiful. And our service was at the Methodist Church right up from our school. And 
we just thought, I imagine the feeling that people have now when they graduate from 
college. And then of course I went to Franklin Springs Institute in Georgia, which was a 
Bible school. And they were a religious school and strict, but they taught good subjects, 
and it is now a School of the Emmanuel, and an accredited four year college. So it's a 
nice school. 
Jeremy: 
What do you like particularly about living in Beckley? 
Martha: 
Oh, I love it here. I belong to the art group, I'm a would be artist, and have actually 
had one painting on exhibit in New York for a month at what was then the Chase-
Manhattan Gallery. I don't know if the Chase-Manhattan has a gallery now. But I had to 
fly up to see what it looked like to have my painting up there, and I came in the thirty-
five finalists in an international contest, so they probably had six thousand entries. So I 
was real pleased to just even be noticed. And I still paint. I quit painting when my 
husband died in 1977, because I went to work at the carpet store, which he had at that 
time, and he died suddenly so I went and worked at the carpet store for ten years. And I 
hardly painted at all during the ten years. But I'm back into it now with a bang, so you 
may read about me someday. 
Jeremy: 
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Where the communities close knit, like did the neighbors help each other? If someone 
needed something would they walk over and get it? 
Martha: 
Oh yes, yes they did. And of course we had enough in my family so we didn't need a 
lot of help. We were pretty self-sufficient, but neighbors would come and help. I 
remember when a neighbor boy died in our community. A lot of people just flocked 
there and helped. A lot of people bring food today, they even did it back then. One thing 
we didn't talk about was sickness back then. We had mumps, a lot of scarlet fever, and 
whooping cough, things like that. And you were quarantined when you had scarlet fever, 
a big sign on your house, people knew not to come in because they didn't have antibiotics 
and things back then, and you just suffered until you got well, and hoped that you got 
well. 
Jeremy: 
How old were you when you went to boarding school? 
Martha: 
I was fifteen. In the school I went to I had heard about through our church. Some 
formal young people from our church had gone there. It was called FSI, Franklin Springs 
Institute, which sounds like a mental institution, but it was actually a good Christian 
school. And when I went there I knew we really couldn't afford it at the time. But I was 
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put on by choice dishwashing shifts, cooking shifts, and in our spare time we would pick 
cotton and black-eyed-peas. It was a fun time in my life. I really really loved it. But we 
worked, I ironed for the Presidents two children, and I was young and strong then and I 
could do a lot of things so I really did enjoy it. Very much. And they were strict, you 
weren't allowed to just walk up to the boys and talk to them like you do now. We had a 
social once a month, if you didn't have enough demerits to keep you from going. I forget 
how many demerits it took to get you so you couldn't go. We had a lot of fun, we had 
wiener roasts, we could talk to the boys. We could have a date on this one time, this 
wiener roast or whatever. But we didn't just go around talking to the students, they were 
very strict. The boys dorm was over on one side of the mountain, and the girls on the 
other. And we had classrooms downstairs in the one building. They taught the full 
curiculum too. But since then they have torn down the old building, renamed the school. 
It's the The School of the Emmanuel, now of Emmanuel College, I think they call it. But 
it's all nice brick buildings now, and I didn't even recognize it when I stopped there this 
last time to see what it was like. But it was a wonderful school to go to. 
Jeremy: 
After living through the depression could you say that you've lived both good and bad 
sides of life? 
Martha: 
Oh, I certainly have. I'm very happy to have seen both sides of life. Not that I 
became rich after I got married, I didn't go out and buy yachts or airplanes or anything, 
but we had plenty. When you speak of a family not having anything now my 
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sympathies are with them, because I know what it is not to have a lot. I can say I've 
been there and I know how it is. Of course now a days, they have government programs 
to take care of everybody but my daddy didn't believe in those, did not accept any 
government programs. He always said the lord will take care of us and we don't have to 
worry, so he pretty well did, we made it just fine. And of course after my husband and I 
built up what we had, he would ask me sometimes, if there was anything I wanted by way 
of clothes, or cars, or anything that I didn't get. I had a new car about every two years, I 
had plenty of everything. So I can see both sides and I'm happy that I've lived long 
enough to live in a bad time and a good time. 
Jeremy: 
How do you feel about the negative stereotypes that is always given to West Virginia, 
like if your out of state or in another region? 
Martha: 
Well to be honest with you, I would just assume that everyone kept that image of West 
Virginia in their mind, so they won't move here, because were just fine the way we are. 
This is a gorgeous state. We have less crime than almost anyone, any other state, and it's 
a beautiful place to live. Well there has been some terrible things said about West 
Virginia, but I've lived here all my life and I know what it is and I love it. And I think it 
has a lot of advantages that other states don't have. 
Jeremy: 





Well Jeremy, we didn't have things to do with that children have these days. So 
we had to make our own fun. I know this is awful to tell about, but we had mine cracks 
that had developed on our property and we would go out and see who could jump the 
widest mine crack. Not realizing how really very dangerous it could have been. But it 
was a lot of fun at the time. And we made up our own games. When children came to 
visit us, we would take them out in the woods and tell them that there was a fresh earth 
mound out there that an Indian was buried in, and that we could say to him "poor indian" 
three times and he would answer. So one would go ahead, one in the family would go 
ahead and hide in the bushes, and when we would say poor indian three times he would 
answer "nothing, nothing, nothing". So one day we took a girl out there and she almost 
went into hysterics, she ran all the way home and we had to calm her down. We didn't 
realize that what we were doing could be dangerous to a child. And when I had spare 
moments I would go out and outline a little house with rocks and then I would build 
couches and chairs and so on, and cover them with moss. I think children back then were 
creative, because they had to make their own fun. They had to have some time to think. 
Children these days sometimes have no time to think or to try to make their own fun. I 
would lay down in the grass, the little grassy valley below our house, and watch the bats 
at a certain time in the evening. I don't know what kind of bats these were, I wish I did 
know, but they seemed, some of them seemed to have a sixteen inch wing span. And 
they would just sail round and round in circles over the top of the house, and I would try 
to see which one had the biggest wing span. And then I saw my first plane one day, 
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when I was laying on my back in the grass, I must have been six or eight years old maybe 
at the time. And this plane came over and I got so excited, it was one of the first landing 
places in Beckley over here on Johnstown road. And I just thought it was absolutely 
unbelievable that I would see a plane when I was watching bats. But children need to 
have some private time where they can think and maybe become creative, because they 
didn't have things, the internet to get on or whatever. So that may be why I like art so 
well is because I'm creating my own thing, and no matter, you would have to be an 
expert to copy someone else's art. So that is my own creation. They say it is an 
extension of your body, it's an extension of your mind I should say, because no two 
people, they can take the same subject, you can have ten in a room and paint the same 
subject and no two will be alike. I took a few art classes where we could compare what 
each person did, and no two would even be close. So it's nice to become creative. I 
think that is where a lot of our wonderful quilt patterns came from, is people having time 
to think to put things together to think colors and patterns. We have beautiful West 
Virginia quilts. So I like to see a child have some time to be alone and think. 
Jeremy: 
So you think the artistic patterns and the different types of quilts and things are unique 
in the Appalachian region? 
Martha: 
Yes, I do. I'm not familiar that much with quilts in other states, but I know some of 





What was World War II like? 
Martha: 
My husband got his induction papers in 1944. So he went to California for a little 
while, but when he came back close he came to Anniston Alabama. So we lived in 
Anniston in a one room, places to live were very scarce back then. We lived in Anniston 
for maybe two or three months, and then he was transferred to Fort Bragg North 
Carolina, so we lived in North Carolina six months. We had one room, I know this is 
going to be hard for you to believe, we had a little cinder block building with four 
families, just two rooms on top of two rooms. And what we had for heat was a little 
laundry stove, a two eyed laundry stove. We had to buy our kindling to start our fire 
with. We had one bathtub for the four families. I remember one of the little girls had 
two big dogs, and she bathed them in the bathtub, so therefore I had to scrub the tub each 
time I took a bath. But it was just not, our footlocker, my husband's footlocker, army 
footlocker was our storage area, and we just actually camped. We only got eighty dollars 
a month, and by the time we paid a dollar a day for rent we just had not too much left. I 
remember a friend of mine from Minnesota, moved right down the street from me, and 
houses were so scarce that someone had converted a chicken house, they had cleaned it 
well, but it had the little slanted chicken house roof, and she lived in that the whole time 
she was there. The heat wasn't too good in any of those places because soldiers then 
weren't paid enough to be able to afford a real nice place to live. I'm sure they are paid 
well now. I'm not familiar with what they make now, but back then eighty dollars a 
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month just didn't go very far. But some people had their clothes dry cleaned, the men's 
uniforms dry cleaned. The sun tans that my husband wore I washed and ironed myself, 
because I knew that would be a few extra dollars. We had to eat out a lot, we weren't 
supposed to cook on these laundry stoves, but I had a two year old child and there were 
times when we would go to a restaurant that she wasn't hungry. You know how children 
are, they eat when they're hungry. And I would take her out and she wouldn't eat, so I 
had to cook her something when we got back. So I broke the rules there a little bit. But 
we didn't have a car there because we had had an accident and torn up our car. But when 
we got a three day pass we would hop on the bus, if we could afford it. We tried to save 
toward that to come home for three days. So that was good times during WWII. But 
then my husband was shipped to the Philippines, and he was there ten months. It was a 
happy great homecoming when he got back. 
Jeremy: 
What was the economy like during the war? 
Martha: 
Well that being in 1940 the 40' s that we were involved with the army camps and 
everything, money was very scarce. Our families didn't have enough to help support it , 
but we did the best we could with what we had. I know a person was lucky if they had 
more than one room to live in. Which one room wasn't that bad if you would have had 
electric stoves and things to cook on, and that, but we didn't have that. 
Jeremy: 
After living through the depression, what do you think of all the changes going on 
right now in Beckley? 
Martha: 
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Oh my, Beckley is just growing by leaps and bounds right at this moment. We have, 
when I was growing up I can remember two banks, now we have about fifteen branch 
banks. There is almost one on every corner, or ATMs or whatever that you need to use. 
We had two main hospitals, when I was growing up, and now we have clinics on almost 
every corner. And the diagnostic facilities here are absolutely phenomenal for a small 
town. We have loads and loads of doctors, our phone book is proof of that. Lots of 
doctors from all over the world. And it is just, Beckley has changed so much with 
interstate 64 and 77 converging here it is handy to a lot of other states that used to not be. 
It used to be when people came into West Virginia they had little two lane roads, up the 
mountain, down the mountain, for miles and miles. It would be so boring, and if y9ou 
got behind a trailer truck you could just be there for hours, a slow trailer truck, one 
loaded to the hilt. But it's different now with the interstates, Beckley is a real hub. Now 
we have outdoor dramas. We have two main outdoor dramas, "Honey in the Rock", and 
"Hatfields and McCoys", among other productions that they decide to put on. And we 
have lots of things for people to do when they come here. You don't have to become 
creative because they do the things for you now that you can par take in. We have 
mountain climbing, whitewater rafting, rhododendron in gorgeous bloom at a certain time 
of the year. Snow skiing, golfing, we have the youth museum if you have children and 
need something to do. They can go to the museum, along with seeing the 
Superintendents house, which has been refurbished and moved onto the museum 
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property. We have several art shows and crafts, and I think people in West Virginia do a 
little different kind of art. We have some abstract painters, I have tried abstract painting 
and I feel that when I finish an abstract that its something that you can do, I know it has a 
lot to do with distribution of color and form. I realize that because I've studied form and 
color. But when I finish an abstract I'm not happy, I feel as if I should put detail in, 
which is not the kosher thing to do now in art. But that is why I'm probably called an 
earthy, because I was always close to the earth and I love everything in detail. 
Jeremy: 
Have you always been an artist and painted? 
Martha: 
I have painted for maybe thirty years. I was on jury duty once with a lady that I got 
acquainted with and she said she was starting art classes and I said oh, I can't draw a 
strait line, that's what everybody says. She said you don't have to draw a strait line, she 
said why don't you just come over and set with us, and then if you like it you can 
continue, and if you don't just drop it. I thought well you can't beat that. So I went, and 
did my first little pastel and I got the bug. I painted everything but the kitchen sink, and 
sometimes that. But I just really fell in love with it. 
End side one. 
Begin side two. 
Martha: 
I still have some of my very first paintings, which weren't all that great, but I enjoy them 
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now, seeing how much I've improved throughout the years. I quit painting for ten years, 
I think I've mentioned that before, when my husband passed away. But when he was 
living I felt that I was making a name for myself, because I won several first place awards 
and just was really doing great with it. And then when I had to work in the carpet store, 
well, didn't have to work in the carpet store, but it was good for my peace of mind. I 
think I would have gone crazy if I hadn't occupied myself with something. So I got up 
every morning and went to work, but I was really doing great with my artwork until that 
time. It's hard, it takes a while to get back into once you got out. But I really enjoyed 
art and have paintings in several different states and quite a few around Beckley. 
Jeremy: 
Do you ever paint natural scenes from outside the region? 
Martha: 
Oh yes, I do, I just, I think nature is a pattern but it's not a pattern. If you know what I 
mean. Every leaf is not alike but they are all a similar pattern if you know what I'm 
talking about. But I see things in other states like a forest maybe or a snow scene or 
whatever that could be in any Appalachian states. I have painted a lot of things from 
other states other than West Virginia. But I travel a lot to the Blue Ridge Parkway and 
the Appalachian states down there, and their scenery is very much like ours, because their 
mountainous and we are also. 
Jeremy: 
If a person was considering taking a vacation right now in Appalachia, what would 
you recommend them to do? 
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Martha: 
Well, as I have mentioned we have a lot of whitewater rafting, mountain climbing, a 
lot of art shows. We have the Appalachian Arts and Crafts Festival once a year, every 
August I think. But people can buy paintings and everything is there including 
demonstrators who show how to do their own artwork or crafts. And it would just be 
nice to time your vacation at that particular time, and get to see that. And our newspaper 
has a once a year competition and we have several others that the Beckley Art Group puts 
on. And it would be nice to time your vacation so you can see some of the art. I think 
our art might be just a little different than art from other places. I've seen a lot of 
Appalachian art down in North Carolina, and in the mountainous region of North 
Carolina, and I feel that it's very much like mine. And I know that I am sort of behind 
the times due to the fact that I don't care for abstract. But I'm a big Andrew Wyeth fan. 
Andrew Wyeth doesn't do too much detail, but it appears to be detail when you look at it. 
His is mostly form and color and he is the highest paid living American artist with down 
to earth painting. Some of the modern, there is a modern art place in New York that 
won't even exhibit his paintings, but they own his painting of, oh what was that girl, you 
know that he painted in the fields, they own that and it's worth several million now. So 
they keep that as a hedge against inflation. I don't think they ever have an exhibit for 
him, but they do keep that against inflation. They could sale it if they need to, I suppose. 
But I have been to some of his exhibits and I have even, before I knew of him and knew 
of his work, been accused of copying Andrew Wyeth, so that's the type of painting I like 
and it's what I try to do, but I don't copy him, I use my own ideas. I think he is just one 
great American artist. He's from the hills of Pennsylvania, so he does things down to 
earth also. 
Jeremy: 
Thank you for letting me interview you. 
Martha: 
Your welcome. 
End side two. 
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